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Druxr Arrest Turns a Promlsmg Hill

Career Sour
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By Ronald Kessler o

- _--Washington Post Staft Writer

On paper, Eric M. Breindel’s life looked perfect.

At 27, his résume included a magna cum laude

degree from Harvard College and a degree from !

Harvard Law School, a nearly completed .doctor-

i
!

~ ate from the London School of Economics,.a glit-

tering list.of honors, fellowships-and scholarshxps,
and a place on the Council of Foreign Relations.

A protege of Sen. Daniel P..Moynihan (D-
N.Y.), he had recently joined the staff of the Sen- .
ate Select Committee on Intelligence, where he -
was trusted wnth mformatlon classified as top se-

oret. -

Last week Breindel stared blankly ahead as. he |
waited to be arraigned in U.S. District Court on a .
misdemeanor ‘charge that he bought heroin. from |
an undercover police officer. His face was pallid.|

-and perspiring, ‘and his walk was shaky. When
instructed by Magistrate Jean F. Dwyer to surren-
der his passport, Breindel appeared confused; fi-
nally whispering to his lawyer ‘that he ‘could not
recall if he has a current ore. ‘ ‘

To Breindel's™ friends—who, mclude many'
prominent figures in the journalistic and academic’
worlds of New York and Washington—the news
that he had been arrested along with another law-
yer. for allegedly buying five packets of herom for

$150 in a Northeast Hohday Inn came as a pro-
found shock.

“He’s a golden youth. He's very bnllxant He’s .

“full of charm,” said Commentary Editor-in- Chlef
" Norman Podhoretz. “It seems so outlandish.”

, His-friends say they had no idea there were any
. shadows over Breindel’s life. They paint a portrait -

" "of an outgoing, intense young ‘man whose sense of
. political commitment and dedication was forged .
in his parents’ experiences as survivors of the Ho-

- locaust. They remember his energy and the am-
" ‘bition that seemed to survive despite the debili-
_ tating pain of a wrestlmg injury that falled to re-

spond to medical treatment and was
beginning to deprive him of the use
of his right hand.

Barely out of law achool Bremdel
was a well-respected - member of
Washington'’s neoconservative _cir-
cles, and his articles on forelgn af-
fairs appeared in a wide spectrum of
magazines and journals, . ranging
from The Wall Street Journal to
Rolling Stone magazine.

" To Sen. Daniel Patrick Moymhan
(D-N.Y.), who knew Breindel since
“the young man attended one of his
seminars at Harvard, and who later
“hired Breindél for the .intelligence
oonmuttee the ‘arrest represented a

personal tragedy.”

““T have known Mr. Bremdel since
he was qmte a young ‘man,” Moyni- |
+han"said in“a" prepared statement. !

-'He-showed -the -greatest -promise. .1
can scarcely €Xpress my-QWn SOITOW,
‘but that can-in“no way affect my
duties” -

Moynihan . asked Ior—and re-
ceived—Breindel’s resxgnatlon the
day"he was arraigned. ~-

‘Breindel declined to be inter- !

vxewed on the adv1ce ‘of his attorney,
Jam:e S. Gorelick.

":The promise that-was 50 d:sas-
txously derailed in a2 New York Av-
enue-motel room ‘began in the quiet |-
elegance of New York's Gramercy
_Park, where Breindel grew up in'an
" atmosphere of prosperity and intel-
- Jectual vitality. But there was anoth- |.

' Health, remarked at the gathering'
attended by more than 10,000 sur-
_viviors of Nazi persecution.: -
" As his fellow panelists recall xt,

;Breindel himself :sounded -a theme -

“he'has often expressed to-friends—
that the way to aveid -such an-occut-

. Tencesn ‘the future is to become po-.

itically active. “
“He always had a deep interest m"
- politics and history,” said Menachem
Z. Rosensaft, a New York lawyer|
who is chairman of the International |
- Network of Children of ﬂolocaust

? Survivors. -Rosensaft,” who: asked '

i er legacy in his life: Breindel's moth-
- er, Sonya, was a victim of Nazi per- .

secution and went into hiding in

France during World War I His
fafher, Joseph, a New York obste- .

trician, came to Amenca before the -

war began.

The knowledge of t.he pain and, -

humiliation experienced by his par-
-ents—with whom he has a close re- 4

lationship—never left Breindel, ac-
.dording to friends. “He was extreme- .
ly-conscious of his background,” said -
Leon Wieseltier, a friend and con-
tributing editor to the New Repub-
lic. “He’s profoundly devoted to this :

country because 9f what it did for‘ . sincé'the eighth grade. She described

his parents.”

As a child of survivors of the Ho--
‘locaust, Breindel last month pamc
‘ipated in a -panel discussion in:
Washmgbon on the pressures felt by -
: people in such a position. The chil-

:parents’ plight in “diverse and often
unpredictable -ways,”” Breindel's fel-
. low panelist, Dr. Mark Tykocinski, a -
tellow of the National Institutes of

"Breindel to serve on the panel, had
.known Breindel and his family for
years, attending Jewish holiday cel-
ebratlons in their apartment

“He would read every book pub
hshed on-the Holocaust and Jewish

suffermg and discuss. it,” Rosensaft

RSP B S

'sald.

o Bremdel attended Phxlhps Exeter

Academy, where he was chairman of
“the. school paper, secretary of his

% graduatmg class, and a wrestlmg,
“ champion. At Harvard, he was:
"‘elected to Phi- Beta Kappa and

-served as editorial chairman of the
‘Harvard - Crimson. He graduated
from Harvard in 1977-with a raft.of
- honors that included the Harvard
College Scholarship, the John Har-
_-vard Scholarship, and a Center for
- International Affa,us fellowshrp

. “Eric’s work in Moymhans sem-
.inar- was~so .brilliant he stood out
from all “the rest,” said"Rozlyn L.
‘Anderson, a lawyer with*Milbank;

, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in New_"'-‘

York and a classmate of Breindel’s

Breindel .as “friendly and. gregar-
-jous.” Besides having a driving am-
bition, she said, “He extsted on very
little sleep.”

..Breindel left Harvard"Law bchool

.dren -of survivors respond to their Mtgg\tgend the London School of Eco-..
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